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Forum

students, from dorms to “bias re-
sponse teams” to freshman “orienta-
tion” (which often means political in-
doctrination), have graduate degrees
not in academic disciplines but from
education schools with “two mutually
reinforcing characteristics”: ideologi-
cal orthodoxy and low academic stan-
dards for degrees in vaporous subjects
like “educational leadership” or “high-
er-education management.” 

The problem is not anti-intellectu-
alism but the “un-intellectualism” of a
growing cohort of persons who, lack-
ing talents for or training in scholar-
ship, find vocations in micromanaging
student behavior in order to combat
imagined threats to “social justice.”
Can anyone on a campus say anything
sensible about how the adjective mod-
ifies the noun? Never mind. As Asher
said, groupthink and political intimi-
dation inevitably result from this ever-
thickening layer of people with status
anxieties because they are parasitic off
institutions with scholarly purposes.

The Manhattan Institute’s Heather
Mac Donald says that between the
1997-1998 academic year and the Great
Recession year of 2008-2009, while
the University of California student
population grew 33 percent and ten-

ure-track faculty grew 25 percent, sen-
ior administrators grew 125 percent.
“The ratio of senior managers to pro-
fessors climbed from 1 to 2.1 to near-
parity of 1 to 1.1.”

In her just-published book “The Di-
versity Delusion: How Race and Gen-
der Pandering Corrupt the University
and Undermine Our Culture,” Mac
Donald writes that many students
have become what tort law practi-
tioners call “eggshell plaintiffs,” people
who make a cult of fragility – being
“triggered” (i.e., traumatized) by this
or that idea of speech. Asher correctly
noted that the language of triggering
“converts students into objects for the
sake of rendering their reactions ‘ob-
jective,’ and by extension valid: A stu-
dent’s triggered response is no more to
be questioned than an apple’s falling
downward or a spark’s flying upward.”
So the number of things not to be
questioned on campuses multiplies.

Students encouraged to feel fragile
will learn to recoil from “microaggres-
sions” so micro that few can discern
them. A University of California guide
gave these examples of insensitive
speech: “I believe the most qualified
person should get the job” and “Every-
one can succeed in this society if they

work hard enough.” Fragile students
are encouraged in “narcissistic victim-
hood” by administrators whose voca-
tion is to tend to the injured. These ad-
ministrators are, Mac Donald argues,
“determined to preserve in many of
their students the thin skin and solip-
sism of adolescence.”

A multibillion-dollar industry for
consultants (and corporate diversity
officers, academic deans, etc.) has de-
veloped around testing to detect “im-
plicit bias.” It is assumed to be ubiqui-
tous until proven otherwise, so detect-
ing it is steady work: Undetectable
without arcane tests and expensive
experts, you never know when it has
been expunged, and government su-
pervision of everything must be min-
ute and unending. 

And always there is a trickle of pe-
culiar language. The associate vice
chancellor and dean of students at the
University of California, Berkeley –
where the Division of Equity and In-
clusion has a staff of 150 – urges stu-
dents to “listen with integrity.” If you
do not understand the peculiar patois
spoken by the academy’s administra-
tors, try listening with more integrity.

George Will’s email address is
georgewill@washpost.com.

A cult of fragility on college campuses
George Will
Columnist

WASHINGTON – The beginning of
another academic year brings the cer-
tainty of campus episodes illustrating
what Daniel Patrick Moynihan, distin-
guished professor and venerated poli-
tician, called “the leakage of reality
from American life.” Colleges and uni-
versities are increasingly susceptible
to intellectual fads and political hyste-
ria, partly because the institutions em-
ploy so many people whose talents,
such as they are, are extraneous to the
institutions’ core mission: scholarship.

Writing last April in the Chronicle of
Higher Education, Lyell Asher, profes-
sor of English at Lewis & Clark College,
noted that “the kudzu-like growth of
the administrative bureaucracy in
higher education” is partly a response
to two principles now widely accepted
on campuses: Anything that can be
construed as bigotry and hatred
should be so construed, and anything
construed as such should be consid-
ered evidence of an epidemic. Often,
Asher noted, a majority of the academ-
ic bureaucrats directly involved with

Last Thursday, downtown was
shaken by a tragic incident in the lit-
eral and figurative heart of Cincin-
nati, Fountain Square. Downtown
Cincinnati Inc. is grateful to the Cin-
cinnati police, fire department, EMS,
and other brave first responders who
were on the scene in minutes, ensur-
ing the safety of those in the area and
bringing a quick resolution to the sit-
uation.

The Genius of Water fountain in-
cludes a number of sculptures that
depict the many healing and purify-
ing uses for water. At a ceremony on
Friday hosted by the United Way, the
community gathered with Fifth Third
at that fountain to remember the vic-
tims of this horrific tragedy and find
some solace in the strong sense of
community and the spirit of collabo-
ration that defines our city. Along
with words of comfort from civic and
community leaders, musicians from
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra
played a moving medley and local
pastors invited us to reach out to
those around us on the Square,
friends and strangers alike. 

In the aftermath of this tragedy,

we have the opportunity to come to-
gether to offer strength and support
to one another. Donating blood to the
Hoxworth Blood Center is a tangible
way to help survivors and benefit the
community. 

We also have the opportunity to
support the local employees and
businesses effected by last week’s
event – get coffee and doughnuts at
Graeter’s and Dunkin’ Donuts, grab a
sandwich at Potbelly or a burrito
from Chipotle, stop in Rock Bottom
Brewery for a beer, or pick up cookies
at Servatii’s – and have lunch on
Fountain Square with co-workers,
friends, and fellow downtowners.

We will never forget what hap-

pened on Fountain Square. But we
will always remember how our com-
munity gathered to support one an-
other and show how we can be #Cin-
cyStrong together.

Mindy Rosen , Interim President &
CEO Downtown Cincinnati Inc.

Thanks for fact checking
negative campaign ads

I would like to thank The Enquirer
for fact checking the negative ads put
out by groups like the “Congressional
Leadership Fund,” particularly those
against Aftab Pureval and Richard
Cordray.

The lies in these ads are despica-
ble, and the role of the press is to give
us the facts. I urge the local TV sta-
tions to do the same, especially when
people see these ads during their
broadcasts. If some claim in an ad
sounds exaggerated, please check
politifact.com. They will let you know
what is really true. 

Patricia Basler, Reading

Bluster about tax cut failed to
mention growing deficit

In The Enquirer, Sept. 10, opinion
column by Brad Wenstrup, there was
no mention of the $1.5 trillion in-
crease in the deficit. How many years
will our children and grandchildren
be paying for these tax cuts? 

The majority of those statistics
quoted in the article have not been
proven correct. Please be fiscally re-
sponsible. Please be morally respon-
sible.

Kathy Barker, Indian Hill

Taking the Knee 

Let’s take a close look at “Taking
the Knee.” One choice of viewpoint
which seems to be in vogue today is
to interpret taking the knee as vile
and hate-filled. For those who enjoy
being riled and angry, that stance
provides justification of their divi-
sive behavior. 

Another message conveyed by
taking the knee is ages old. Taking
the knee has been a sign of respect, a
bow to a sovereign, honoring one who
is thought to be right or wrongly as
superior in some way – status, posi-
tion, royalty. 

Taking the knee has for centuries
been a sign of spiritual reverence.
That interpretation is known in reli-
gious circles as genuflecting. 

Taking the knee is a position of
prayer. We could do that as we pray
for respect for all people regardless of
race, gender, religion, economic sta-
tus or nationality. 

I’m taking the knee to pray for rea-
sonable people to come to the fore to
reclaim decency in our culture.

Patti Normile, Terrace Park

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We will never
forget the
pain, resolve

Flowers and notes are left at the
Tyler Davidson Fountain last week.
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