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Statement from cover artist, Sean Oswald:

The practice of painting and drawing for me is partially about quietly 
and thoughtfully engaging with a subject, content, material, and myself. I 
think that an individual’s perspective and voice is extremely important and 
somehow my acts of creativity are a performance of that. This can be seen in 
my work when I choose to flatten space, or mess with perspective, or to paint 
something differently then I perceived it. Sometimes a gesture can be a work of 
imagination or intuition, and sometimes it is a response to what I am looking 
at.

I love authenticity and confidence in artwork and I try to have these in mind 
as I create. These things manifest as bold colors, and expressive or gestural 
marks. I seek to tell things poetically and beautifully. The question that has been 
challenging me lately is, “is this good, true, and beautiful?”







CONTRIBUTORS 

ASHLEY ARCHULETA lives with her husband and ten-month-old daughter 
in Houston, Texas. Her poetry has been published in Agape Review, Ever Eden 
Literary journal, and Laurels. 

JOAN BAUER holds a master's degree in English and has worked as a trust 
officer in a bank. Her work has appeared or is forthcoming in Amethyst 
Review, Dappled 7hings, San Antonio Review, Heart of Flesh, and Tiny Molecules 
(Observations). Consignment, a novelette, is forthcoming in August from ELJ 
Editions. 

JEFF BENDER is a writer/artist who writes about life and has a life that is 
about his art. Always supplementing his stories with constructions and collages, 
his artwork is held in collections both public and private, both regionally and 
internationally. In addition to his experience as a feature story writer, he has 
been published in several journals including Club Plum, Emb,m, Press Pause, 
and North American Review. He holds an MFA in printmaking from Southern 
Illinois University at Edwardsville and a BA in Art from the College of Wooster. 

RICHARD BERNARD lives in Oklahoma City, though his roots are in 
Louisiana bayou country. His short fiction has been previously published in 7he 
Windhover and his poetry in UVA's Plume & Sword. His musical "Joan at the 
Mardi Gras," a retelling of the biblical story ofJonah for which he wrote book, 
lyrics, and music, was featured in the Summer 2021 New letter of the National 
Opera Association. 

MICHAEL BROOKS is a graduate of Pacific University's MFA program. He 
teaches writing classes at Hope College in Holland, Michigan. 

CYNTHIA A. CRANE is Associate Professor of English at the University of 
Cincinnati, a Fulbright scholar, and author of the historical nonfiction Divided 
Lives: 7he Untold Stories of Jewish-Christian Women in Nazi Germany, and for 
young readers, All About Winston Churchill. Crane has appeared on national 
radio and TV, and her work has appeared in many publications. 
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